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Escort Building
Line up in order of number of years teaching Sunday School.  

As you are doing this, greet each person you meet by name (ask the name if 
you do not know).. 



Escort Building: Listening Activity
1. Stand facing each other
2. Decide partner A and B. 
3. When given a prompt, one partner will speak on on the given topic for 45 

seconds. The other partner will listen. 
4. If the one speaking finishes early, wait in silence. 
5. Partners will switch roles for the 

next prompt. 



Escort Building: Listening Activity

Partner A: Describe what your morning looked like before arriving here.

Partner B: Listen.  



Escort Building: Listening Activity

Rotate

Partner B: Describe the last hour of your day yesterday. 

Partner A: Listening only.  



Escort Building: Small Group
Gather in grade levels groups across 
congregations and do the following: 

1. Greet each person by name. 
2. Each person share what their least 

favorite dessert is.  How could it be 
tweak to make it more palatable?

3. Create a group to share contact 
information. This can be used to 
bounce ideas off of each other. 

 



Escort Building
1. Name in the middle circle. 
2. In the space between the 

circles, write who the 
important people are in 
your life. 
a. 5-7 people
b. Your children can be listed 

as only one. 

3. Find two people and 
share.  

Suzanne’s 
Important People



Phil’s thoughts on why we are here. 
❖ Group of people, doing the best we can with varying levels of knowledge 

and expertise

❖ Find encouragement in our assignments

❖ Realize the joy found in teaching

❖ “At Daybreak”



Important Points
- We all come with our own gifts. 

- Our goal is to offer you tips and ideas that can be used. 

- Know what you are about to teach 
- Don’t need to be an expert, but it does take some prep. 

- Getting to know your students and help with escort building
- Engage your students (we will give you a strategy or two). 



What do you see? 

What do you wonder about?

What is happening? 



Strategy: Asking Questions



Question types
Basic:

What….

Who….

When….

(Find answers directly 
from story or text)

Short Answer:

How is this similar 
to/different from last 
week’s story?

What is an example of….

What do you predict would 
happen if….

What do you know about…

Extended/Discussion:

What do you think it would 
be like to _________?

What do you think 
______were feeling or 
thinking?

Why is this story important 
to our life of faith?



Matthew 20: 1-2
1 For the kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a man that is an 
householder, which went out 
early in the morning to hire 
labourers into his vineyard. 

2 And when he had agreed with 
the labourers for a penny a day, 
he sent them into his vineyard.



Matthew 20: 3-7
“3. And he went out about the third hour, and 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 

4. And said unto them; Go ye also into the 
vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. 
And they went their way. 

5. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth 
hour, and did likewise. 

6. And about the eleventh hour he went out, and 
found others standing idle, and saith unto them, 
Why stand ye here all the day idle? 

7. They say unto him, Because no man hath hired 
us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the 
vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye 
receive.”



Matthew 20: 8-10
“8. So when even was come, the lord of 
the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call 
the labourers, and give them their hire, 
beginning from the last unto the first. 

9. And when they came that were hired 
about the eleventh hour, they received 
every man a penny.

10. But when the first came, they 
supposed that they should have 
received more; and they likewise 
received every man a penny.” 



Matthew 20: 11-14
“11. And when they had received it, they 
murmured against the goodman of the 
house, 

12. Say, These last have wrought but one 
hour, and thou hast made them equal 
unto us, which have borne the burden and 
heat of the day.

13. But he answered one of them, and 
said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not 
thou agree with me for a penny? 

14. Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will 
give unto this last, even as unto thee.”



Matthew 20: 15-16
“15. Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with mine own? Is 
thine eye evil, because I am 
good? 

16. So the last shall be first, and 
the first last: for many be called, 
but few chosen.”



Question types
Basic:

What….

Who….

When….

(Find answers directly 
from story or text)

Short Answer:

How is this similar 
to/different from last 
week’s story?

What is an example of….

What do you predict would 
happen if….

What do you know about…

Extended/Discussion:

What do you think it would 
be like to _________?

What do you think 
______were feeling or 
thinking?

Why is this story important 
to our life of faith?



Extended-Faith Application
What is the reference of time going into the 
vineyard mean? How does this relate to us?

We do not receive a penny.. What is our ‘wage?’

Will the laborers be paid if they leave early? 
Why not?

Basic
Who was working in the Vineyard?

How much were they paid to work?

Short Answer: 
What is a parable?
What other parables do you know?



10 Minute Group Work
Find a lesson with your grade level. 

Work together to develop questions for your lesson. 



Question types
Basic:

What….

Who….

When….

(Find answers directly 
from story or text)

Short Answer:

How is this 
similar/different to last 
week’s story?

What is an example of….

What do you predict would 
happen if….

What do you know about…

Extended/Discussion:

What do you think it would 
be like to _________?

What do you think 
______were feeling or 
thinking?

Why is this story important 
to our life of faith?



Summarize
You have $2.25 to summarize this text. 

-Every word = .10

-An, a, the = no charge

The boy went to the store to buy candy. = $.70

Younger Age: 
Work together and say you have X number of words needed. 



Summary: Taxonomy
Come up with words that start 
with letters A-Z that relate to 
the lesson.



How to build a lesson plan – Overview
1. Identify learning objectives. Review available materials/sources

2. Plan how to introduce the topic

3. Plan 2-3 learning activities (and have a timeline in mind)

4. Check for understanding

5. Plan the lesson conclusion



How to build a lesson plan – Learning Objectives
● What is the topic of the lesson?
● What do I want students to learn?
● What do I want them to understand and be able to explain 

at the end of class?
● What do I want them to take away from this lesson?
● What are the most important concepts, ideas, or skills I 

want students to be able to grasp and apply?



How to build a lesson plan – Introduction
● How will I check whether students know anything about 

the topic or have any preconceived notions about it?
● What are some commonly held ideas (or misconceptions) 

about this topic that students might be familiar with?
● What will I do to introduce the topic?



How to build a lesson plan – Learning Activities
● What will I do to explain the topic?
● What will I do to illustrate the topic in a different way?
● How can I engage students in the topic?
● What are some real-life examples or situations that can 

help students understand the topic?
● What will students need to do to help them understand the 

topic better?



How to build a lesson plan – Check Understanding
● What questions will I ask students to check for 

understanding?
● What will I have students do to demonstrate that they are 

following?
● Refer to list of learning objectives: what activity can I have 

students do to check that each of those has been 
accomplished?



How to build a lesson plan – Conclude the Lesson
● Remind them what they studied and practiced and learned
● Have them summarize main points orally or in writing
● Ask them how these points help them in their faith

● Review how the lesson went in terms of classroom 
management – point out positives and thank for them. 
Identify possible skills to work on next time.

● Bless



Discussion and Questions












































