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The Role of Zion’s Music in our Lives. 
 
“Sing, O people of the Lord, Praises to the Lamb of God…” For many hours after song services, the words 
from the song lingered with Amanda. She just couldn't seem to get them out of her mind; Then she 
slowly began to realize that. "these words make me happy and give me great comfort. I wonder how 
else they affect me. ·What kind of place: do the songs' have in my life and in the lives of all believers?"          
     At the youth gathering that evening, Amanda decided to discuss these ideas with her friends. They 
talked for a long time and even looked at many songs as they talked. They agreed that they had learned 
much. We believers seldom stop to consider how important a role the songs. of Zion play in our lives. 
Most of us probably just sing the songs from week to week and year to year. Maybe we even take them 
for granted. How often do we pause to really consider what Amanda and her friends discussed? - 
 
Songs Unify 
One role of the songs of Zion is to unify us; they bring us together and give us a sense of belonging. All of 
us have probably felt when singing with our believing escorts-- how each song seems to sort of gather us 
as a shepherd’s call gathers his sheep. When we sing, we feel the warmth and love the believers have 
for each other. It is great enjoyment' to our spirit to be enclosed within this throng. 
 
Teach and Preach 
The songs also teach and preach to us. The songwriters have often used direct quotations from God’s 
Word or paraphrased scripture with the intent to teach about God’s kingdom and to preach about the 
dangers of sin. For example, song 29, "O brothers, sisters, we can be rejoicing," is taken from the Jesus' 
parable of the five wise and five foolish virgins. (Matt. 24, 25) The song teaches us to keep oil in our 
lamps of faith and preaches about the danger of having a lamp that is empty of oil. The writer of song 
61, "We are trav'ling on a journey," borrows ideas directly from Ephesians and Revelations and skillfully 
weaves them into a memorable song that both teaches - and preaches about the journey toward our 
homeland. 
 
Songs Comfort 
The songs of Zion are also a great companion for us in the many occasions or events that take place in 
our lives. They are with us as a comfort and a guide. How do they comfort and uplift us on the way of 
faith? In rough times at school or work, or if we have experienced great stress and anxiety about the 
pressures and concerns of everyday living, the songs speak to us about how precious it is to be children 
of the Heavenly Father. In this often chaotic world, we can relax in the security in the words give us 
about the simplicity of believing and the great reward that awaits us at journey's end. The songwriters 
have carefully chosen or been given specific words that uplift: joyful voices, rapture fills the birds of 
summer, wondrous goodness, praises rise, source of purest pleasure, etc. 
 
Songs Encourage Faith 
The songs of Zion encourage us to remain believing. They urge us to “bravely battle onward,” (SHZ 61) to 
“endeavor on the way to that eternal wedding day,” (SHZ 253), and so forth. Many of them speak to us 
about continuing to battle in this worthwhile struggle of faith. They promise us that the reward is great 
for the saints of God who endeavor in faith until their dying day. 
     The way the songs are sung also relax and comfort us. The accompaniment is mellow; the singing is 
simple, and the tunes are fairly basic and easy to sing. The songs are sung in childlike simplicity of faith 
and straight from the heart, unhindered by concerns of how it will sound to others. 
 
Songs Praise God 
We sing now in this time, but one day, when we finally make it to our heavenly home, we will then really 
be able to sing as we ought to, unhindered by our clumsy mortal tongue of clay. On that day we will 
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"sing of the victory, the warfare o'er eternally. Rejoice, dear ones, for the time is near, the call to heaven 
we soon shall hear" (SHZ 50). It pays to remain believing and to remain singing of the preciousness of 
believing. Let us all sing our precious songs of Zion as much as we can. Let us also remember the words 
of Psalm 30: "Sing unto the Lord, 0 ye saints of his; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness. 
To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. 0 Lord my God, I will give thanks 
unto thee, forever."                
     "O how precious it will be, when in heaven we will meet all our loved ones by and by with our Saviour 
Lord most high." (SHZ 127) 
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